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STUDY DESCRIPTION 
 
SADA 0059:  October Household Survey 1995 
 
PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR: Statistics South Africa (SSA) 
 
DEPOSITOR: Statistics South Africa  
 
SERIES DATA: 
Series name: Principal Investigator: Currently available: 
October Household Surveys Statistics South Africa 1995  – 1999 
 
 
ABSTRACT: The October Household Survey (OHS) of 1995 is the second official survey 
undertaken by the Statistics South Africa (SSA) the specific aim to make information available 
for the Reconstruction and Development Programme (RDP). The OHS is one of the so-called 
presidential projects and provides valuable information regarding the formulation of policy 
and the planning and implementation of the RDP. The OHS is an annual sample survey that 
was undertaken for the first time in 1993. The original purpose of the OHS was to fill the gap 
that resulted from the suspension of the Current Population Survey (CPS) amongst Blacks in 
1990 and amongst Coloureds and Indians in 1991, as well as the suspension of the related 
survey on the informal sector. Since 1994 the main purpose of the OHS has been to collect 
RDP information with regard to households and individuals according to the nine provinces. 
The questions included are on: particulars of and services in the dwelling; perceived quality 
of life; socio-biographic information; RDP-related information on unemployment; the informal 
and formal sectors; as well as statistics on births and deaths. 
 
GEOGRAPHIC LOCATION: South Africa 
 
IMPORTANT VARIABLES: Employment, unemployment, informal sector, internal migration, 
services available by type of dwelling, access to health and social services, safety and well-
being of household, households by average household size and type of dwelling, level of 
education, quality of life, health statistics, vital statistics. 
 
DEMOGRAPHIC VARIABLES: Age, gender, level of education, marital status, migration, use of 
health services, economic activity, unemployment, employment and self-employment. 
 
 
UNIVERSE: Households in the nine provinces of South Africa as it currently exists. 
 
METHOD OF DATA COLLECTION: Survey Questionnaire 
 
TYPE OF DATA: Structured survey 
 
UNITS OF OBSERVATION: Households 
 
DATE OF DATA COLLECTION: September - November 1995 
 
EXTENT OF DATA COLLECTION: 5 data files in SPSS and machine-readable documentation 
and questionnaire. 
 
Part 1: Household Data 
 Number of cases:   29 700 
 Number of records:   29 700 
 Number of records per case:  1 
 Logical Record Length:   80 
 Number of variables:   135 
 Number of kilobytes:            4, 936 KB 
            
 
Part 2 : Person Data 
 Number of cases:   121 538 
 Number of records:   121 538 
 Number of records per case:  1 
 Logical Record Length:   80 
 Number of variables:   67 
 Number of kilobytes:                            17, 329 KB 
 
Part 3: Work Data 
 Number of cases:   103 332 
 Number of records:   103 332 
 Number of records per case:  1 
 Logical Record Length:   80 
 Number of variables:   79 
 Number of kilobytes:                            11, 521 KB 
Part 4 :Death Data 
 Number of cases:   1 721 
 Number of records:   1 721 
 Number of records per case:  1 
 Logical Record Length:   80 
 Number of variables:   13 
 Number of kilobytes:                            49 KB 
Part 5 : Birth Data 
 Number of cases:   62 706 
 Number of records:   62 706 
 Number of records per case:  1 
 Logical Record Length:   80 
 Number of variables:   22 
 Number of kilobytes:                            1, 791 KB 
 
NOTES: The survey is based on internationally accepted survey practice, which is included in 
the publications. 
 
Since different methodologies were used for drawing the samples in 1994 and 1995, these 
OHS datasets are not directly comparable in all respects. 
 
 
 
PUBLICATIONS: 
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Resolution concerning statistics of employment in the informal sector, Fifteenth International 
Conference of Labour Statisticians, International Labour Organisation, Geneva, 28 January 
1993. 
 
Handbook of household surveys, United Nations, 1984. 
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